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WDR Attachment I 
 

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 
LAHONTAN REGION 

 
STANDARD PROVISIONS 

FOR WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS 
 
 
1. Inspection and Entry 
 
 The discharger shall permit Regional Board staff: 
 
 a. to enter upon premises in which an effluent source is located or in which any 

required records are kept; 
  
 b. to copy any records relating to the discharge or relating to compliance with 

the waste discharge requirements; 
  
 c. to inspect monitoring equipment or records; and 
  
 d. to sample any discharge. 
 
2. Reporting Requirements 
 
 a. Pursuant to California Water Code 13267(b), the discharger shall 

immediately notify the Regional Board by telephone whenever an adverse 
condition occurred as a result of this discharge; written confirmation shall 
follow within two weeks.  An adverse condition includes, but is not limited to, 
spills of petroleum products or toxic chemicals, or damage to control facilities 
that could affect compliance. 

 
 b. Pursuant to California Water Code Section 13260 (c), any proposed material 

change in the character of the waste, manner or method of treatment or 
disposal, increase of discharge, or location of discharge, shall be reported to 
the Regional Board at least 120 days in advance of implementation of any 
such proposal.  This shall include, but not be limited to, all significant soil 
disturbances. 

 
 c. The owner(s) of, and discharger upon, property subject to waste discharge 

requirements shall be considered to have a continuing responsibility for 
ensuring compliance with applicable waste discharge requirements in the 
operations or use of the owned property.  Pursuant to California Water Code 
Section 13260(c), any change in the ownership and/or operation of property 
subject to the waste discharge requirements shall be reported to the Regional 
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Board.  Notification of applicable waste discharge requirements shall be 
furnished in writing to the new owners and/or operators and a copy of such 
notification shall be sent to the Regional Board. 

 
 d. If a discharger becomes aware that any information submitted to the Regional 

Board is incorrect, the discharger shall immediately notify the Regional 
Board, in writing, and correct that information. 

 
 e.  Reports required by the waste discharge requirements, and other information 

requested by the Regional Board, must be signed by a duly authorized 
representative of the discharger.  Under Section 13268 of the California 
Water Code, any person failing or refusing to furnish technical or monitoring 
reports, or falsifying any information provided therein, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor and may be liable civilly in an amount of up to one thousand 
dollars ($1000) for each day of violation.  

 
 f. If the discharger becomes aware that their waste discharge requirements are 

no longer needed (because the project will not be built or the discharge will 
cease) the discharger shall notify the Regional Board in writing and request 
that their waste discharge requirements be rescinded. 

 
3. Right to Revise Waste Discharge Requirements 
 
 The Board reserves the privilege of changing all or any portion of the waste 

discharge requirements upon legal notice to and after opportunity to be heard is 
given to all concerned parties. 

 
4. Duty to Comply 
 
 Failure to comply with the waste discharge requirements may constitute a violation 

of the California Water Code and is grounds for enforcement action or for permit 
termination, revocation and reissuance, or modification. 

 
5. Duty to Mitigate 
 
 The discharger shall take all reasonable steps to minimize or prevent any discharge 

in violation of the waste discharge requirements which has a reasonable likelihood 
of adversely affecting human health or the environment. 

 
6. Proper Operation and Maintenance 
 
 The discharger shall at all times properly operate and maintain all facilities and 

systems of treatment and control (and related appurtenances) that are installed or 
used by the discharger to achieve compliance with the waste discharge 
requirements.  Proper operation and maintenance includes adequate laboratory 
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control, where appropriate, and appropriate quality assurance procedures.  This 
provision requires the operation of backup or auxiliary facilities or similar systems 
that are installed by the discharger, when necessary to achieve compliance with the 
conditions of the waste discharge requirements. 

 
7. Waste Discharge Requirement Actions 
 
 The waste discharge requirements may be modified, revoked and reissued, or 

terminated for cause.  The filing of a request by the discharger for waste discharge 
requirement  modification, revocation and reissuance, termination, or a notification 
of planned changes or anticipated noncompliance, does not stay any of the waste 
discharge requirements conditions. 

 
8. Property Rights 
 
 The waste discharge requirements do not convey any property rights of any sort, or 

any exclusive privileges, nor does it authorize any injury to private property or any 
invasion of personal rights, nor any infringement of federal, state or local laws or 
regulations. 

 
9. Enforcement 
 
 The California Water Code provides for civil liability and criminal penalties for 

violations or threatened violations of the waste discharge requirements including 
imposition of civil liability or referral to the Attorney General. 

 
10. Availability 
 
 A copy of the waste discharge requirements shall kept and maintained by the 

discharger and be available at all times to operating personnel. 
 
11. Severability 
 
 Provisions of the waste discharge requirements are severable.  If any provision of 

the requirements is found invalid, the remainder of the requirements shall not be 
affected. 

 
12. Public Access 
 
 General public access shall be effectively excluded from treatment and disposal 

facilities. 
 
13. Transfers 
  
 Providing there is no material change in the operation of the facility, this Order may 
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be transferred to a new owner or operation.  The owner/operator must request the 
transfer in writing and receive written approval from the Regional Board Executive 
Officer. 

 
14. Definitions 
 
 a. "Surface waters" as used in this Order, include, but are not limited to, live 

streams, either perennial or ephemeral, which flow in natural or artificial water 
courses and natural lakes and artificial impoundments of waters.  "Surface 
waters" does not include artificial water courses or impoundments used 
exclusively for wastewater disposal. 

 
 b. "Ground waters" as used in this Order, include, but are not limited to, all 

subsurface waters being above atmospheric pressure and the capillary fringe 
of these waters. 

 
15. Storm Protection 
 
 All facilities used for collection, transport, treatment, storage, or disposal of waste 

shall be adequately protected against overflow, washout, inundation, structural 
damage or a significant reduction in efficiency resulting from a storm or flood having 
a recurrence interval of once in 100 years. 

 
 


